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Estimado colega: 

Reciba la más cordial bienvenida a la XII 
Conferencia Internacional sobre Lenguas 
Extranjeras, Comunicación y Cultura, WEFLA 
2018 que también acoge al XII Seminario 
Internacional de Estudios Canadienses. 
Precisamente, hoy, al dejar inaugurada esta 
nueva edición de WEFLA, estaremos abriendo 
puertas a nuevas jornadas de trabajo e 
intercambio, para conmemorar dignamente 20 
años de la celebración de su primera edición 
en 1998 y WEFLA habrá alcanzado la “mayoría 
de edad” como espacio de encuentro, diálogo 
y debate de las mejores experiencias en las 
temáticas convocadas. Estamos orgullosos 
de haber ofrecido ese espacio y de haber 
contado entre nosotros con tantos estudiantes, 
académicos y otros especialistas de tantas 
partes del mundo. 
Hemos trabajado intensamente para cumplir 
nuestro propósito de atender cada detalle y 
hacer de cada sesión de trabajo, un momento 
que favorezca el intercambio y la creación 
de nuevos espacios para el trabajo conjunto, 
de manera tal que la conferencia cumpla sus 
expectativas. 
Les deseamos una feliz estancia en nuestra 
Universidad, en nuestra Conferencia. 
¡Éxitos en WEFLA 2018! 

Vilma Páez Pérez 
Comité Organizador

26
JUEVES

9:30-11:00 AM

Apertura oficial WEFLA 2018 y XII 
Seminario Internacional de Estudios 
Canadienses

10.30 AM 

Conferencia Magistral Twenty years of 
inspiring university internationalism: 
WEFLA at the University of Holguín 

Vilma Páez Pérez, Universidad de Holguín. 
CUBA 

Jeff Tennant, Western University. CANADA

11.30 AM 

Conferencia Magistral Learners’ portfolio, 
showcase portfolio, and linguistic risk-
taking: strategies for fostering learners’ 
autonomy in task-based language 
pedagogy 

Monika Jezak (With: Hélène Knoerr and 
Nikolay Slavkov). Official Languages 
and Bilingualism Institute. University of 
Ottawa. CANADA

11.30 AM 

Conferencia Magistral Indigenous 
Governance Beyond Borders: Exploring 
the Manitoba Métis Community 
Experience 

Al Benoit, Chief of Staff to the President 
of the Manitoba Métis Federation. 
CANADA

4:30 PM 

Coctel de Bienvenida

CARTELERA
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urante los días 24 y 25 de abril cerca 
de un centenar de estudiantes y 
profesores de varias instituciones de 
Cuba y el mundo asistieron a los cursos 
pre-evento. Las temáticas abarcaron 
un amplio espectro de ramas del saber 
entre las que destacan los estudios 
canadienses, las investigaciones 
sobre traducción e interpretación y la 
enseñanza de las lenguas extranjeras. 

D
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y involvement has been with the International 
Seminar in Canadian Studies since the first year 
it was added to the WEFLA program twelve years 
ago. I was hoping to find someone interested in 
Canadian Studies in Cuba and was very lucky to 
arrive at the Universidad de Holguin that particular 
year. It has been very important to me and other 
Canadian scholars to meet students, colleagues, 
and friends this way because it has deepened our 
understanding of life in Cuba and the historical 
struggle of Cubans to control their own island. 

M

Since that time, the yearly contact between us has 
surpassed my expectations since we have branched 
out from the conference to sign ententes and to 
begin student and professor mobility between 
Université de Sherbrooke and Universidad de 
Holguin. I consider myself very fortunate to have 
been welcomed to Cuba in this way.

How important is the event?
The event is one of the most important venues in 
Cuba for Canadian scholars to come and exchange 
with Cuban scholars. It is an important cultural as 
well as academic event. It is also important to note 
that organizers like Vilma Paez Perez and others have 
made the event so important by putting extraordinary 
effort into diversifying the program each year.

What motivates you to return each year?
I look forward to coming back each year to work 
beside Cubans and to enjoy the beautiful island 
setting and, of course, the beach, after our cold 
Canadian winters! But it is also wonderful to be able 
to invite other Canadians to come and participate 
since it is lovely opportunity to share and to help 
others make the same kind of academic and human 
connections that I value so much.

Roxanne Rimstead 
Universidad de Sherbrooke, Quebec. 
Profesora Invitada de la UHo. Wefla is one of the most 

important venues in Cuba 
for Canadian scholars"



e
lB

o
le

tí
n

C
O

M
P

E
N

D
IO

 I
N

FO
R

M
A

T
IV

O
 Y

 D
E

 O
P

IN
IÓ

N

Conferencia Magistral      
Twenty years of inspiring 
university internationalism: 
WEFLA at the University                
of Holguín 
Vilma Páez Pérez, Universidad de Holguín. CUBA 

Jeff Tennant, Western University. CANADA


